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) PENETRATED BY THE COMPANY

UNDETERRED BY RECESSION

DESPITE RECESSION, BAJAJ AUTO IS
POISED TO ENTER THE TOP AND BOTTOM
END MARKET SEGMENT SO FAR NOT

ALTO TAKES IS ON

MARUTI SUZUKI READY TO SLASH THE
PRICE OF ITS LARGEST SELLING MODEL
ALTO IN A BID TO TAKE ON THE NANO
FROM THE TATA MOTORS STABLE
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Style your car, the Kit Up way

Rajiv Srihari, managing director, Kit Up Automotive feels the recession should help him because people
put off buying new cars and decide to give their current car a complete make over

WHAT is in a front bumper or a side
skirting, you might ask. "A lot", says
Rajiv Srihari, managing director, Kit
Up Automotive. Kit Up has been at the
helm of automotive customisation, of-
fering snazzy body kits for all Indian
and imported cars. With so many cars
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on road, it is the easiest way to make
yours stand out and remain unique. "We
at Kit Up are determined to turn our
customers' dreams into a reality. We
have a small but regularly growing cli-
entele who have been very happy about
our products and that is our best adver-
tisement."

Rajiv Srihari completed his Masters
in industrial and operations engineer-
ing from the University of Michigan,

Ann Arbor. It was due to his parent’s
compulsion that he settled down in
Coimbatore and started his own garage.
During that period, he could sense the
lack of suitable customisation options
for car owners and turned his focus to-
wards offering styling solutions that are
easy to attach to the stock car. His child-
hood experiments with family and rela-
tives’ cars helped him a lot while he was
at it. Today, Kit Up stands as one of the

leading aftermarket suppliers for cus-
tom designed bumpers, bonnets, front
grills, interiors makeovers, audio in-
stalls, exhausts and so on.

One thing that particularly attracted
me was the minimalist approach of Kit
Up. Usually we see all these styling
firms going with body berserk kits that
are flamboyant in isolation, but fail to
blend in with the rest of the car. Kit up

normally limits its modifications tak-

ing in consideration, the overall
design of the car and serves
to enhance them without
ruining any of the
characteristic ele-
-~ ol ments. No wonder,
. some of its designs
‘" are often copied
il by small local
modifiers in var-
ious towns.
What really
caught our at-
tention were a
’ silver Honda
Civic and a white
Maruti SX4. The
~ Civic has been
tastefully mod-
ded with a cus-
tom front bumper, a
Mugen inspired front
mesh grille, neat 18inch alloy wheels,
full skirting, a spoiler, painted light fix-
tures etc. The overall looks of the car
are very perfect as to qualify as one of
those factory one-offs based on a Civic
Si. The SX4 on the other hand was more
impressive on the interiors. The idea
was to give it a more driver-centric ap-
proach by coating the centre console,
the steering, the instrument cluster, the
steering wheel, the driver side door
pads etc. in red, while the rest of the
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interiors are white in colour. For once,
we would let the pictures do the talk-
ing.

Ithrew up the question of 'global melt
down' and asked Rajiv how it would af-
fect his business. His positive outlook
surprised me when he said it should
help him because people put off their
idea of buying a new car and decide to
give their current one a complete make-
over to add some newness. He must be
in the habit of looking at a 'half empty'
glass of wine and declaring 'it's half
full"!

—Vivek Venugopal

ravivekjioS@yahoo.co.uk
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Write to us. Anything you have to
say about the city or anything that
you want to know about Expresso.
E-mail your letters to expresso@
epmltd.com or post them to
Expresso, The New Indian Express,
26, Second Main Road, Ambattur
Industrial Estate, Chennai-600058.
Your opinion matters

TRIUMPHANT INDIAN TEAM

It was a truncated fourth
ODI between India and NZ
on March 11. Too many rain
interruptions reduced In-
dia’s batting to just 23.3
overs. The incredible bat-
ting by Sehwag and Gambir
(both opening batsmen re-
maining not-outs) led India
to a 10-wicket win, and a se-
ries win to 3-0. Keep it up,
Team India.

R THIRUVENGADAM,
Sholinganallur

SETTING AN EXAMPLE

The article 'Velachery
teacher off to work every
single day' should be an
eye-opener. Sasikala, a Zo-
ology teacher, not only set
an ideal example of dedica-
tion in not availing a single
day's leave during her four-
year stint, but also for her
views that focus must be
more on building strong
character rather than just
scoring high marks.

JAYA VENKITACHALAM,
Pittsburgh, US A

RARE FEAT

'Taking Kamban to generna-
tion next'(T’NIE, March 12),
shows Sivakumar's love and
passion for Ramayana, and
more particularly to Kamba
Narayanam and his eager-
ness to make this valuable
epic reach the masses and
younger generation. Thisisa
really laudable move on the
part of the actor.

S ASHWATH,
Kodambakkam

help
line

BLOOD BANKS

Indian Red Cross Society: 28554548,
28554425, 28554117; Jeevan Blood Bank:
28330300, 28331200; K J Hospital:
26411513; Kumaran Hospital: 26411860;
Lions blood bank : 28414959, 28415959
EMERGENCY SERVICES

Apolllo Poison Information Centre:
28294343 & 28290792; Alcoholics
Anonymous: 2644194; Spastics Society:
24342604

GOVERNMENT HOSPITALS

Arignar Anna Govt. Hospital of Indian
Medicine: 26214844; Dental College:
25340441; General Hospital: 25330300;
Govt. Hospital for Thoracic Medicine:
24014450; Govt.Ophthalmic Hospital:
28554338; Instt. of Child Health and
Hospital for Children: 28251135;

Instt. of Child Health & Hospital for Women
& Children: 28251982; Instt. of Mental
Health: 26421085; Instt. of Rehabilitation
Medicine: 24891668; Instt.of Thoracic
Medicine: 28265433; Indian Medicine and
Homeopathy: 26216244; Kasturba Hospital
for Women& Children: 28545001; Kilpauk
Hospital: 28255331; Royapettah Hospital:
28533051; Stanley Hospital: 25261345 to
25261353; Sri Venkateswarar Inst. of
Medical Sciences: 51222, 20131, 27152;
Thiruvatteeswara Hospital of Thoracic
Medicine: 26477626

HOSPITALS

Apollo Hospital: 28290200 & 28293333;
Apollo Speciality Hospital: 24363572 &
24363465; AKN Nursing Home: 26440665;
Aysha Hospital: 26427271, 26421544; Balaji
Hospital: 22343863;
Bharathi Raja Hospital: 24340693,
24340740, 24341982; Billroth Hospital:
26441777; BRS Hospital: 28255505,
28255859; Child Trust Hospital: 28259601,
28277487, Cancer Institute: 22350131; CSI
Kalyani: 28541101; Dr. Agarwal's Eye
Hospital: 8276233; Dr. Duraiswamy Eye
Hospital: 24341044; Gremaltes Hospital:
26441840,26443411

HEMOPHILIA CARE

S Subramaniam: 24985973 (res);
28275855/28278033; Hindu Mission:
22367711; Heart Institute: 24831919;
Harvey Heart Hospital: 28234209,
28221366; Hande Hospital: 26442517;
Jeevodaya: 25379671, 25375565;
Kensington Clinic: 26411107, 26413086;

KJ Hospitals: 26411513; KKR ENT Hospital &
Research Inst: 26411444, 26411987; KHM
Hospital: 26212218;

Kumaran Hospital: 26411860; Madras
Medical Mission: 26565961/26565991;
Mehta Medical Centre: 25389190;

Mercury Nursing Home: 28553122;

MR Hospital: 24757925; MV Hospital for
Diabetes, Royapuram: 25954913/14/15;
MV Diabetes Specialities Centre:
28228632, 28282657, Malar Hospital:
24911728; Madras ENT Research
Foundation: 24994957; Madras Isotope
Laboratory: 28533595; National Hospital:
25211405; RM Hospital: 24412377,
24410216; Raju hospital: 24341901;
Rotary Medical Centre: 26258616; St.
Isabella Hospital: 24991081; Sankara
Netralaya: 28271616; St. Thomas Hospital:
22349446; Swaram Hospital: 24414003;
Sugam Hospital: 25733830;

Sundaram Medical Foundation: 26268844;
Sir Ivan Stedeford Hospital: 26383256,
26383590, 26385398; Siva ENT Hospital:
28260451; Sooriya Hospital: 23761750-56;
Sri Ramana Surgical Clinic: 24340974,
24347474;

Sri Rama Chandra Medical Centre:
24828402/03; Sri Devi Hospital: 24792401,
02, 03; Tamilnad Hospital: 22375221,
22377707, 22377345; Teja Hospital:
26381902; Trinity Hospital: 24991488;
Vijaya Hospital: 24801598.

24 HR AMBULANCE SERVICES

Apollo Hospital: 1066; Devaki Hospital:
24992607, MIOT: 4847802; St John
Ambulance: 28554251




